
AUDIT AND GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE

19th September 2018

Present: Councillor Alan Amos in the Chair

Councillors Agar, Ditta, S. Hodgson, 
Laurenson, Roberts, G. Squires (Vice-
Chairman) and Udall

Officers: Mark Baldwin
Andy 
Bromage

Head of Finance
Head of Internal Audit 
Shared Service

  Tim O’Gara       Deputy Director -     
Governance

45 Declarations of Interest 

None. 

46 Public Participation 

None.

47 Minutes 

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 26th July 2018 be 
approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

48 Audit and Governance Committee Annual Report 

The Deputy Director – Governance presented the Committee’s Annual Report. He 
explained that the Committee produces a summary of the work carried out each 
year and went on to highlight the main points of the report.  Other governance 
issues raised during the year were a report regarding the Funding and Decision 
making of Worcester Community Trust and the Committee reviewed the process 
for the identification of projects that could be funded from potential developer 
contributions. This process will be repeated annually.

The Chairman praised the report and said it was both readable and useful. He 
went on to suggest it could be used as part of the induction for new members of 
the Committee in the future.

RESOLVED: That the Committee approve the Audit and Governance 
Committee Annual Report 2017/18; and that the Annual Report be 
submitted to Full Council for information.

49 Internal Audit Progress Report 

The Head of Internal Audit Shared Service presented his report on the progress of 
the Internal Audit. He noted that no credible risks had been identified to bring to 
the Committee. Further reviews will be presented as the work is finalised. 
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The Chairman commended the Head of Internal Audit for the readable and useful 
report. 

The Head of Internal Audit answered members’ questions including the number of 
invoices still outstanding: some 336 items. He explained that several service 
areas are coming together to deal with this matter.

RESOLVED: That the Committee note the report.

50 Internal Audit Charter Update 

The Head of Internal Audit Shared Service presented the report on the revised 
Internal Audit Charter 2018. The Charter was last reviewed in July 2017 and the 
External Assessors have made some suggestions to enhance the Charter. The 
Charter will come before the Committee on an annual basis or if there are any 
material changes.

RESOLVED: That the Committee approve the revised Internal Audit 
Charter 2018.

51 Anti-Fraud and Corruption Policy

The Head of Finance presented the Anti-Fraud and Corruption Policy. It was last 
approved by the Audit and Governance Committee in June 2016. As money 
laundering now has a higher profile, it was appropriate to add an extra appendix 
which sets out the definition and explanation of money laundering as well as the 
process to follow if concerns are raised. The Head of Finance went on to answer 
Members’ questions regarding the policy.

RESOLVED: That the Committee approve the anti-fraud and corruption 
policy.

52 Annual Audit Letter 

The Head of Finance presented the Annual Audit Letter. He explained that the 
Annual Audit Letter summarises the key messages from the work external 
auditors carried out for the City Council for the year ended 31st March 2017/18.

He went on to say, in summary, our external auditors have provided an 
unqualified opinion (i.e. a ‘clean bill of health’) on our Financial Statements, our 
Value for Money arrangements and our Whole of Governance Accounts 
submission. The Head of Finance went on to answer Members’ questions.  

RESOLVED: That the Committee note the details of the Annual Audit 
Letter for 2017/18.

53 Any Other Business 

1. The Chairman advised the Committee that this would be the last Audit and 
Governance Committee to be attended by Tim O’Gara, Deputy Director –
Governance who would be leaving the City Council next month for a new 
role in Bristol. The Chairman thanked him for all of his hard work and 
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support given to the Chairman and his honest advice. Members’ echoed The 
Chairman’s comments and added their good wishes.

The Committee noted that Mark Baldwin will be taking over as Chief Officer 
for the Audit and Governance Committee.

The Deputy Director thanked the Chairman and Committee.

2. A question was raised regarding guidance for Members on membership of 
outside bodies. The Deputy Director explained that this was a matter for 
the Standards Committee who had reviewed the Guidance on Outside 
Bodies last year. He asked that this report should be circulated to Members.

Duration of the meeting: 7 p.m. – 7.34 p.m. 

Chairman at the meeting on
19th December 2018


